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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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Additional Guidance 
 

• Crossing out: 
 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. 

 
• Annotations used in the mark scheme: 
 

(a) tc = �tout court� and means that on its own the material is not sufficient to score the mark. 

 
• No response and �0� marks: 
 

(a) Award NR (no response): 
If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 
If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. �can�t do� or �don�t know�) or 
If there is only a mark which isn�t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

(b) Award 0: 
If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any 
working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 

 
• Optional questions: 

Mark all questions attempted by the candidate. Where the candidate attempts more than one of the alternatives in Question 3, the marking 
system will take the best mark. 
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• Using mark schemes with grade descriptors: 
Start at the bottom of the mark scheme and work upwards through the descriptors when awarding marks. 

 
The marker should look at the work and then make a judgement about which level statement is the �best fit�. In practice, work does not always 
match one level statement precisely so a judgement may need to be made between two or more level statements. 

 
Once a �best-fit� level statement has been identified, use the following guidance to decide on a specific mark: 

 

• If the candidate�s work convincingly meets the level statement, award the highest mark. 

• If the candidate�s work adequately meets the level statement, award the most appropriate mark in the middle of the range (where middle 
marks are available). 

• If the candidate�s work just meets the level statement, award the lowest mark. 
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Detailed Mark Scheme 
 

Question Answer Marks 

1 Candidates are required to complete 5 gaps in French. Read all of the items that the candidate has listed and award marks 
as follows: 
 

• Award 1 mark for each correct item. 
 
• In Question 1, award marks for items wherever the candidate has written them provided the candidate has made clear 

which part of the form they refer to. 
 

• Mark for communication. Tolerate inaccuracies, provided that communication is not impeded. 
 

• If spelling is inaccurate, start by referring to the table below. Refer to the questions below if no decision on the spelling 
you have encountered is recorded there.  

 
 If you read aloud what the candidate has written, does it sound like the correct answer and would a native speaker of 
 French understand it?  

 
 Does what the candidate has written look like the correct answer, e.g. one letter missing but no other word created?  
 Would a native speaker of French understand it? 
 

• Reject misspelt words which suggest a word with a quite different meaning. Where nouns are usually plural, accept the 
singular and vice versa. 

 

• All answers must fulfil the communicative purpose described in the rubric. 

5 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 Vous allez assister au mariage de votre cousin(e).  
 
Complétez la liste de mariage en français. 
 

 ACCEPT REFUSE 

Gap 1 
(1 mark) 

Accept any month, e.g. septembre 
 
janvier  janvière 
février  févier 
mars  
avril 
mai  may 
juin 
juillet  juiellet 
août  auot 
septembre september 
octobre  october 
novembre  november / novombre 
décembre  december 

Refuse vocabulary which cannot be 
considered as a month. 
januarie 
febrier 
mar / marche / marz 
abril 
mais 
juni 
juliet 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 
 ACCEPT REFUSE 

Gaps 2 and 3 
(1 mark each) 

Accept any appropriate kitchen items, including 
food and drink, e.g. verres, bols 
 
armoire 
aspirateur 
bol 
couteau  couto 
couvert 
cuiller / cuillère 
cuisinière 
four 
fourchette  forchette  
frigo / réfrigérateur / frigidaire  réfrégirateur 
lave-linge 
lave-vaisselle 
machine à raclette 
micro-ondes  micronde 
ordinateur 
pendule 
plats 
poubelle  poubel / pobelle 
serviette  cerviette / servillette 
vaisselle  vaiselle 
verres 
  
champagne 
vin 
 
nourriture 
caviar 

Refuse vocabulary which cannot be 
considered as a kitchen item.  
Also refuse repas 
 
 
bowl 
coteau / couteu / cuteau 
 
 
cuisiner / cuisinier 
 
forchet 
fridge / refridgerator 
 
 
 
micro 
 
 
platte 
pobel 
 
 
ver / vers / vert  
 
 
 
 
norriture 
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1  ACCEPT REFUSE 

Gap 4 
(1 mark) 

Accept any appropriate item for sitting room, 
e.g. télévision 
 
bureau 
canapé 
chaise 
fauteuil 
glace 
lampe  lamp 
miroir 
pendule 
peinture 
plante 
sofa 
table 
tableau 
téléphone  téléfone 
télévision  télé / tv 
vase 

Refuse vocabulary which cannot be 
considered as an item for sitting room, this 
includes food/drink. 
Also refuse any item already rewarded in Gaps 
2 and 3 (e.g. pendule) 
 
 
 
glass, glas 
 
mirror 
 
 
 
 
 
tableu 
 
 

Gap 5 
(1 mark) 

Accept any appropriate item for bedroom, e.g. 
lit 
 
 
 
chaise 
commode  comode 
couverture 
édredon  duvet 
fleurs 
lampe  lamp 
lit 
matelas 
rideaux 
serviette 
tapis 

Refuse vocabulary which cannot be 
considered as an item for bedroom, this 
includes food/drink. 
Also refuse any item already rewarded in Gaps 
2, 3 or 4 (e.g. pendule) 
 
 
couvert 
 
 
 
liet 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 Chez moi 
 
• Où habitez-vous exactement ? 
• Est-ce que vous aimez votre maison/appartement ? Pourquoi ? 
• Le week-end, qu�est-ce que vous faites avec votre famille à la maison ? 
• Qu�est-ce que vous faites en général dans votre chambre ?  
• Dans quelle sorte de région voudriez-vous habiter à l�avenir ? 
 
Écrivez 80�90 mots en français. 
 
Read the whole answer and award a mark out of 12 using the table below. 

12 
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Marks Descriptor Guidance 

10�12 • Completes all tasks in the required level of detail. 

• Provides consistently relevant information and opinions. 

• Meaning is clear and communication is achieved, although there may be some linguistic inaccuracies. 

• Uses straightforward vocabulary and structures. 

• Links words and phrases using a range of simple connectors. 

Examples of linguistic 
inaccuracies: lapses in 
agreements, tenses/time 
frames, spelling.  
Examples of linking 
words and phrases: and, 
or, but, because, then 

7�9 • Completes most tasks in the required level of detail. 

• Provides mostly relevant information and opinions. 

• Meaning is mostly clear and communication is generally achieved, despite linguistic inaccuracies. 

• Uses limited vocabulary and structures with some repetition. 

• Some attempt to link words and phrases using a range of simple connectors. 

 

4�6 • Completes some tasks with some of the required detail. 

• Provides some relevant information. 

• Meaning is sometimes clear and some communication is achieved, despite linguistic inaccuracies. 

• Uses basic vocabulary and structures with frequent repetition. 

• Some attempt to link words or phrases using a limited range of simple connectors repetitively (e.g. and, 
or). 

 

1�3 • Attempts task(s), with little or none of the required detail. 

• May provide information; is almost always irrelevant. 

• Meaning is unclear and communication is rarely achieved. 

• Uses isolated words/phrases appropriate to the task. 

• Little attempt to link words or phrases. 

 

0 • No creditable content.  

 
  



7156/41  Cambridge IGCSE (9�1) � Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

May/June 2021

 

© UCLES 2021 Page 11 of 14  
 

Question Answer Marks 

Répondez à la question 3(a) ou à la question 3(b). 
 
Écrivez 130�140 mots en français. 

3(a) Vous avez bavardé avec quelqu�un dans le train. 
 
Vous avez parlé avec quelqu�un pendant un voyage en train. Écrivez un e-mail à votre ami(e) français(e) pour lui 
raconter cette histoire. 
 

• Donnez des détails sur le voyage que vous avez fait en train. 
• De quoi avez-vous parlé avec la personne que vous avez rencontrée ? 
• Faites une description de cette personne. 
• En général, que pensez-vous des voyages en train ? 
• Comment aimeriez-vous voyager la prochaine fois ? 
 
Read the whole answer, award a mark from each of the three tables below and add up the total. Marks are available for: 

• task completion (maximum 10 marks) 

• range (maximum 10 marks) 

• accuracy (maximum 8 marks). 

28 

3(b) OU 
 
Un problème au gîte 
 
Vous avez loué une maison de vacances, mais malheureusement vous avez eu des problèmes. Écrivez un blog à 
ce sujet. 
 

• Donnez des détails sur votre arrivée au gîte.  
• Quel(s) problème(s) avez-vous eu(s) pendant le séjour ? 
• En général, quels sont les avantages de passer des vacances dans un gîte ? 
• Préférez-vous louer une maison de vacances au bord de la mer ou à la campagne ? Pourquoi ? 
• Que ferez-vous pour vos prochaines vacances ? 
 
Read the whole answer, award a mark from each of the three tables below and add up the total. Marks are available for: 

• task completion (maximum 10 marks) 

• range (maximum 10 marks) 

• accuracy (maximum 8 marks).  

28 
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Task completion 
 

Marks Descriptor 

9�10 • Completes all tasks. 

• Provides detailed information, opinions/reactions and explanations. 

• The writing is focused and wholly relevant. 

7�8 • Completes most tasks. 

• Provides straightforward information, opinions/reactions and explanations. 

• The writing is mostly relevant. 

5�6 • Completes some tasks. 

• Provides some information, opinions and simple explanations. 

• The writing is more relevant than irrelevant. 

3�4 • Attempts some tasks with some success. 

• Provides basic information and opinions. 

• The writing is occasionally relevant. 

1�2 • Attempts task(s) with little or no success. 

• Provides some information and is almost always irrelevant. 

0 • No creditable response. 
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Range 
 

Marks Descriptor 

9�10 • Uses extended, well-linked sentences frequently. 

• Uses a wide range of simple and complex structures listed in the syllabus to produce sentences of varying length. 

• Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the task(s). 

7�8 • Uses some extended sentences, mostly well linked. 

• Uses a range of structures listed in the syllabus, including some complex structures, to produce sentences of varying length. 

• Uses a range of vocabulary appropriate to the task(s) with occasional repetition. 

5�6 • Uses some extended sentences, with some evidence of linkage. 

• Uses simple structures and attempts to use some complex structures listed in the syllabus. 

• Uses mostly straightforward vocabulary appropriate to the task(s) with some repetition. 

3�4 • Uses simple structures and makes no attempt at using the complex structures listed in the syllabus. 

• Relies on repetition of a small range of straightforward vocabulary. 

1�2 • Uses isolated phrases and makes some attempt at basic structures. 

• Relies on repetition of a small range of basic vocabulary. 

0 • No creditable response. 
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Accuracy 
 

Marks Descriptor 

7�8 • Accurate spelling and grammar; not necessarily faultless. 

• Occasional errors in spelling and grammar do not impede communication. 

5�6 • Mostly accurate spelling and grammar. 

• Errors in spelling and grammar sometimes impede communication. 

3�4 • Some accurate spelling and grammar. 

• Errors in spelling and grammar frequently impede communication. 

1�2 • Rarely accurate spelling and grammar. 

• Errors in spelling and grammar persistently impede communication. 

0 • No creditable response. 

 
 
Irrelevance  
 

• Sections of material unrelated to any of the bullet points will be disregarded. 
 

• If the whole answer to Question 3 is irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of being related to the bullet points set), award 0 for Task completion, 
Range and Accuracy. 

 

• If Question 3 is attempted but communication is not achieved (i.e. the candidate misunderstood the question), award a maximum of 4 for 
Range and a best fit for Task completion and Accuracy. 

 
 
 


